DIALOGUE 5
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Mary, did you return the book that
we borrowed from George?
Which book? Are you talking about
the Dalai Lama’s Autobiography or
about Shakaba’s History of Tibet?
Shakaba’s History of Tibet.
Why?
He says he borrowed it from the
library. I think he has to return it
today.
Oh, very good. We haven’t been to
the library yet. Let’s go today to visit
[the library] and we can return
George’s book too.
Oh, it’s probably not all right for us to
return the book. Probably the actual
person [who borrowed the book] has
to go.
Not so. Æöl-ma told me yesterday
that if you are just returning a book, it
is okay to send it with someone [else].
So, shall we go now?

Are you go ready to go? Don’t you
need to change clothes?
No. I’ll go just like this.

Mary and Paul approach a receptionist at the main entrance of the Library of Tibetan Works
and Archives in Dharamsala.
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Excuse me. We need to return a
book.[*note, lit. a borrowed book].
Where should we go [lit. to whom]?
And also, do we need to get some
sort of pass to tour the library?
Yes. I can give you a pass. Do you
two need a one day visitor’s pass or
do you need a pass that will allow
you to borrow books from the
library?

We’re staying in Dharamsala for a
while. We need to a card to borrow
books.
In that case, could you each fill in a
form with your name, current
address, and signature. If you have
books to return, there is a librarian
on the second floor. You have to
hand it in there.
Okay. Here are the forms.
Thank you. Whenever you come to
the library, bring this card with you.
Especially, when borrowing a book,
if you don’t have your card to show,
you won’t be permitted to take the
book outside.
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Oh, here is an information pamphlet
about the library. Read this and you
will get a general idea about the
library. And also, if you have time,
there are many images of different
sizes, both old and new, to see on
the third floor. Especially, there is an
impressive large three dimensional
mandala of Avalokiteshvara.

Thank you.

TPaul and Mary go to the first floor and approach the librarian there.
Paul
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Excuse me. This is a book that
George borrowed from here. He
asked [us] to return it. We also want
to borrow some books.
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Here, there are separate sections for
Tibetan and English [books]. Most of
the books in the English section are
on Tibetan culture, Buddhism, and
history. The [collection] is also good
on other subjects. In the Tibetan
section, there are many precious old
texts/volumes brought from
Tibetan as well as all the books
reprinted newly in India. Scholars
doing research and many students
come to the library from all over. In
addition, there are classes here in
English on Buddhism as well as
classes on Tibetan language. You
two speak Tibetan very well.

Thank you. May I borrow Gen-dunchö-pel’s Tibetan history, the White
Annals?
Do you want the one in English or
the one in Tibetan?
I want the one in Tibetan.
Okay. You two go look around first
and I’ll have it ready when you
come back.
Okay. Thank you.
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Okay. Here’s the book.
How long can I keep it?
You have to return it in two weeks.
In any case, I’ve stamped the front
page of the book. If after two weeks
you need to borrow it for longer, at
that time we can stamp it again.

Thank you. Goodbye for now.

