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Welcome. Come in. Let me
introduce you to each other. Then
you can have a leisurely
conversation.

This is Paul and Mary. We went to
college together. They have come to
visit Dharamsala. They are both
very interested in Tibet and in
particular the political situation.

This is Tön-˜up. He is currently the
editor of the [Tibetan] newspaper
She-ja. (put note writer,

Ì·f-dC#n-a).

Previously he lived for several years
with the Chu-shi-gang-truk guerilla
fighters in Nepal. ˆang-Áen is the
secretary of the Central Tibetan
Youth Congress. Ío-sang is a
teacher at the Institute of Dialectic
Studies. Kar-ma currently teaches in
an Indian University in Delhi. Æölma you two already know.
Everyone make yourselves
comfortable. I’ll bring some tea.
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Has the Tibetan political situation
improved a little these days or has it
stayed just the same as before?
If we look it in terms of international
attention, it has gotten much better.
Nowadays the Tibetan situation
appears frequently in the
newspapers of many foreign
countries. Similarly, in terms of
public support too, in many places
support for Tibetans has increased
greatly.
That’s true. Really in the past few
years, the Tibetan situation has
become much better known. In
addition, the awarding of the Nobel
Peace Prize to the Dalai Lama in
1989 helped tremendously.
Similarly, there have been a series of
resolutions supporting the Tibetans
adopted by the representative
bodies in America and quite a few
other Western countries. If we look
at all these developments we can
definitely say that the situation has
improved. What do you think Tön˜up?
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It is true that [the situation] is better
known. But, in actual fact we cannot
say that it has gotten better. In one
way the Tibetan situation is
presented in the newpapers as if it is
only an issue of human rights. But
the actual issue is a question of a
people’s freedom and survival. If the
nature of the Tibetan struggle is
interpreted as if is a struggle of a
minority in China fighting for its
human rights, we can’t tell whether
it helps or harms the Tibetan [issue].
Similarly, up to now, which country
has supported the Tibetans at the
governmental level? Everyone is
mainly concerned with not
offending China. Hence, in my
opinion, no matter how widely the
Tibetan situation becomes known in
the world, like now, I don’t think it
will have any substantial affect on
Chinese rule in Tibet.

Well, according to you, what can be
done? Isn’t there any hope at all for
the Tibetan situation?
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Oh, you have misunderstood. I’m
not saying that there is no hope!
What I am saying is that it is a
mistake to place one’s hope in
others. If something can be done, it
is the Tibetans themselves who must
do it. For example, there are many
peoples in the world who are
struggling for freedom. Look at
them. Most of them who have made
some progress have done so mainly
through their own struggle. Our
enemy is China. They only
understand the language of swords
and guns. So, if we want to send
them a message, we have to send it
by way of weapons. If we attempt
to resolve this by peaceful means,
there will be no progress at all.

That’s not true. If we use force,
except for losing a lot of our lives, it
won’t do any great harm to the
Chinese. Since they do not value life
much, they won’t care how many
Chinese soldiers’ lives are lost. Plus,
if we use force, they will gain a very
good excuse.
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It’s very hard to say whether we
should or shouldn’t use force. But,
one of the most important things is
that the Tibetans inside Tibet should
carry on with effective ways of
protest in a united way, whatever
the form. I think this is very
important. In any case, it’s high time
that we do something. Otherwise in
ten or fifteen years, the whole of
Tibet will be filled with Chinese.
Then it will be too late.
If the Tibetans start making use of
force, it is very sad. Because the
Chinese will kill many Tibetans, and
most importantly, many of the
people who support Tibetans now
are doing so because the Tibetans
are struggling for their freedom
peacefully.
However, it is the Tibetans who
should judge whether or not to use
force. They shouldn’t be influenced
by what others think.

That’s true.
However, most of the Tibetans who
are in exile pray every day that we
can achieve our goals without
having to resort to the use of force.
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One real hope is that nowadays in
China much political change is
occurring. If China graually
transforms into a democratic
country, then I think there will
definitely also be a great change in
the situation of Tibet. But, there is no
hope at all in terms of the present
Chinese government.

1959 v(c-Vµ-nc-d([-f#-[frn-]n-‰X-f#cr(-›(v-N´*c-vrn-dXn-az#-[^n-[}]-dnC^r-dÌ‹dX*[-x-[*c-;*c-R#-x([-c*[! [*-sX#-:√-en$f-az#h°n-dt$z#-i#]-zw*v-d-x#]-gr-[^n-h·[-W#p(e-]n-f#r-doen-a-c*[!
p%en-Ë*-y*! r-ei#n-[-Vø-eo]-zw*v-f-n(r-!
ev-nC#[-r-ei#n-v(-enc-v-dN“[-]-en$fdt$z#-[^n-[}]-v-xr-N“([-W#-x#]!

It is the observation
commemorating the 1959 uprising
of the Tibetan people in Lhasa
against the Chinese. Since it took
place on the tenth of March it has
been named by when it took place.

One very important point is that a
lot depends on the strength of will
of the people inside Tibet.
As far as the strength of will of the
people inside Tibet is concerned, it is
impressive.
Paul, are you two staying here a
while? Tibetan new year is soon, and
after that is the commemoration of
the tenth of March.

What is the commemoration of the
tenth of March?

Thank you. Right now it’s not
decided. If we stay for lo-sar, we’ll
also stay for the tenth of March
commemoration.

