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Alex, you’re back. When did you get
back from Delhi? Where is Robin?
Robin had to go back to America.
Her older brother is getting married
soon. I got here late last night. Our
bus broke down just before we got
to Kangra. The driver tried hard to
fix it, but it didn’t help. Finally we
had to come in a truck. It was bound
to happen. Our driver was young
and a great show-off. No matter how
much we asked him not to drive fast,
he wouldn’t listen.

Too bad. In that case, you had a very
difficult time. Did you get any sleep
last night?
Yes, I did. I got to Macleod Ganj
about ten o’clock. Then when I got
home, I went right to bed.
How did things go in Delhi. Did you
get your visa extension?
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e]n-h$v-xe-e-[*-e-c*-c*[!

As for my visa, there was no
problem. They gave me a three
month extension. But I have good
news and bad news for you two.
Which would you rather hear first?

Æöl-ma, shall we hear the good news
first? Or the bad new first?
How bad is the bad news?
It’s not that bad.
Okay, then let’s hear the bad news
first.
Okay. That’s right. Tell us. What is
the news?
I asked at the embassy about Æölma’s visa. According to what they
said, if you don’t get married and
have a paper to prove it before you
leave India, you won’t get a visa.
Even if you could get one [without
getting married], I was told that it
would take several years to get
through.

What is the good news?
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This is the good news. One of the
embassy officials told me this One
possibility is to first get a tourist visa.
And, once you are in the states, Æölma and George live together for a
little while. Then, if both of you
definitely want to live as husband
and wife, then I was told that you can
certainly overcome the visa problem.
It seems that one can easily get a
tourist visa.

Did you get a chance to ask about
my ticket?
Yes, I did. They said that if you
postpone your departure from Delhi,
you have to pay extra. No matter
how much I told the agent that you
didn’t have to, he wouldn’t listen.
But, in my opinion, it might be a
good idea to call up the agency in the
States from which you bought the
ticket. In any case, you can see.
There’s a lot of time, isn’t there.
That’s right. I think so too. So, I’ll call
in the next few days. Then the matter
will be settled. One sad thing is that
you did not have a chance to
celebrate lo-sar here.
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[*-Vø-er-xr-dX*[-W#-f-c*[! f-el#-c(-d#]-rei#n-v(-enc-N“#-v#c-dor-x-ce-n(r-!
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[-∑([-cr-”-cf-n-vc-sc-gf-dl^en-i]x#]-a- n-e]n-el]-[e-v-e;#en-dNœ(c-vs*dn-i]-x#]-a!

That’s okay. In any case, Robin and I
did get to celebrate lo-sar in Delhi.
At whose house in Delhi?
Robin and I went to the Bureau of
Tibet in Delhi to ask about Æöl-ma’s
visa. At that time, one of the
staffpersons, Chö-dzom, invited us
to her house on lo-sar. After that, we
to the Tibetan community in old
Delhi. There, they sang and danced a
lot. Robin and I also got to drink
quite a lot of chang. Some of the
chang brewed by the Tibetans at
home is really very good. There are a
lot of Tibetans in Delhi.

Now are you going to stay in
Dharamsala for a while or are you
going to tour around to some other
places.
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First I’ll stay here in Dharamsala for
about two months. I’m planning to
go to some of the dharma classes at
the library here. Perhaps I might
teach English at the TCV school in
lower Dharamsala. Then for a
month, I’ll go to visit some Tibetan
settlements in south India. However,
apart from being a rough plan, at
present there is no definite plan. I’ll
see how it goes. What are your
plans?

Right now I don’t have any particular
plans. Basically, it will depend on
what Æöl-ma plans to do. I still have
a few months on my visa. However,
we have a plan to go briefly to
Manali once lo-sar is over. They say it
is very beautiful there. Alex, would
you like to come with us?

No thank you.

