DIALOGUE 10
Mary goes to meet a Gé-Ôhé at the Institute for Dialectic Studies in Dharamsala. She is eager
to learn about the educational curriculum in the Tibetan monastic universities, especially their
tradition of debate practice.

[e*-db*n-ven! r-f*-c#-x#]! r-fh]-i#[v-[(-N‘r-l*-[}e-x([! [e*-db*n-ven-v-dqzz[}#-w-bn-et#e-l^n-]-zeC#en-W#-c*[-an!
[e*-db*n- venzeC#en-W#-c*[! e-c*-[}#-x-x([-a! ∑([-cr-dC*vv-f*[-]-r-ei#n-Vµ([-Vµ([-dXn-]n-Nœ[-ydb[-y(e-e#-c*[!
Mary
rn-e(-x-]r-dl#]-dXn-]-[e*-db*n-dle-acv(-dt(-V®-i#-b%-gf-fh]-i#[-N√(d-N∂≈(r-e]r[e(n-c*[-;*c-R#-z[^e ven-c*[-an! [^nx$]-[*z-# c#r-ec-N√d( -N∂r(≈ -eo*-d-e-c*-e]r-e#x([-]!
Mary

Gé-Ôhé-la, my name is Mary. I’m very
interested in philosophical debate. Is it
all right if I ask you some questions?
Yes, it’s all right. What do you want
to ask? If you are not in a hurry, we
can sit here and talk for a while.

From what I have heard, in order to
become a Gé-Ôhé, one has to study
philosophical debate for fifteen to
twenty years. Is that so? During that
time, what is mainly studied?
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Yes, it takes a very long time.
Basically, during that time, the five
great subjects are studied. The five
subjects are logic and epistemology,
“perfection of wisdom”/insight and
meditation, middle way philosophy,
psychology and phenomenology, and
monastic rules. These subjects are
studied mainly on the basis of text by
[great] Indian scholars. For exxample,
when studying logic and
epistemology, we take a text of
Dharmakirti, the Pramanavartika, as
our main [text].
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Similarly, for par-chin, we take as our
basis Haribhadra’s Abhisamayalamkaraupadeshanirdeshashastravrtti. For
middle way philosophy, we take as
our basis Chandrakirti’s Madhyamakavatara. For psychology and
phenomenology, we take as our basis
Vasubandhu’s Abhidharma-kosha,
and for monstic rules, we take as our
basis Gunaprabha’s Vinayasutra. In
additition we use many
commentaries by both Indian and
Tibetan scholars.
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Do you study all five subjects
together or sequentially?

Mary

We study them sequentially in the
order I just mentioned.
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Within the subject of logic and
epistemology, what are the main
topics studied? Can you give me
some examples?
Many points such as how we know
objects; how things which cannot be
directly perceived are known through
inference; how to distinguish between
correct and fallacious reasons; the
various types of correct reasons; in
terms of consciousness, how to
distinguish between the valid and
invalid; what types of
consciousness/mental events there
are; the nature of cause and effect; the
relationship between objects and
names and concepts.
If you begin your study in a monastic
university with analysis of these
topics, do the new young students
understand them?
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No. The study of logic and
epistemology does not have to be
done completely at one time. Initially,
we study some main topics. An
addition, before beginning the study
of the great texts, first one has to
learn to debate. Training in debate is
done through the study of “du-ra”
[the collected topics]. How long one
has to study it is determined by age
and intelligence. Some students study
[du-ra] for a year and then begin their
study of the [great] texts. Some have
to study du-ra for several years. So, it
varies.

How does one get trained in debate
through du-ra?
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How does one become trained?
Through the study of dr-ra , one
learns how to avoid contradicting
oneself; that it is very important to
based ones views on any given issue
a reason; the connections between
ones earlier and later positions; and
how to point out self-contradictions in
the statements of others. And also to
be able to think on your feet. Hence,
subsequently when you study the
great texts, it helps one to think
clearly and to be able to identify
quickly the difficult points.

In that case, those who have been
trained in debate might make good
lawyers. Such qualities are very
helpful for lawyers. I’m just joking.

That’s okay. I’ve met people who say
the same thing. In fact I have heard
that there were in the past lawyers in
Tibet who would train in debate.

In that case, when training in
debating procedure, one debates a
lot. Is that so?
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Yes it is. Mostly the debate is done in
the debating courtyard. In fact, you
probably have seen it. The students of
philosophical debate debate for
several hours every day.
Gé-Ôhé-la, can you tell me how the
[tradition of studying] philosophy by
way of debate began?
What is generally said is that it began
around the eleventh century with
Cha-fla-chö-„yi-Ôeng-ge founding
ang-pu Monastery and composing a
text on the Collected Topics.
However, I can’t say for sure.
If I were to study du-ra, would it take
a long time?
Oh, you speak Tibetan very well. So,
if you were to study du-ra, it
wouldn’t take long. Not only that,
when studying du-ra, since you have
to think quickly in Tibetan, your
Tibetan will also become more fluent.
Do you have time [to study du-ra].
Too bad. This time, I don’t have the
time. My vacation is almost over. If I
can come next year with a longer
vacation, will you teach me du-ra?
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Of course, if I’m in Dharamsala at that
time. But keep in touch. Then we can
definitely arrange a time.

In that case, please give me your
address and I can give you mine.

Here it is. Please copy it down.

Thank you. Your explanation was
very helpful. Goodbye for now.

Goodbye.

